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Music educators battle cuts in class time,

lohby for support.

On the front page of its Metro section, the
Washington Post {12717, B1, Strauss) reports,
"Mespite research showing that students who study
music have better attendance, achievement, and
[ifetime earnings, music classes are struggling to
survive.” Many "place some of the blame on the
fedearal Mo Child Left Behind law," Acoording to a
report released this year by the nonprofit Center
an Education Policy, the amount of time schools
spent "on arts and music in 2007 is about half what
it was before Mo Child Left Behind became law in
2002." As Congress debates revisions to the law,
some educators are "lobhying lepislators to raise
the profile of music education,...pushing for more
maney for arts programs and seeking a
requirement that school systems report to the
fedaral government on the status of their music
education programs.” The Post profiles Virginia's
Metz Middle School, which has bagun a popular
glective class in acoustic guitar, but has been
forced to cut music classes so that “students no
lanper have music class every day.”

In an accompanying story, the Washington
Post (1217, B2, Strauss) reports that according to
a Harris Interactive poll of high school principals,
schools with music programs have higher
attendance rates and higher graduation rates, The
same poll found that "86 percent of college
graduates had some music education when they
were in schoal, compared with 65 percent for
thase who had not completed or completed only
high school” In addition, "eighty-three percent of
peeple earning $150,000 or more had a music
education, the poll found."

Prominent musicians push to reform music
education. In a separate article, the Washington
Post [12/17, B2, Strauss) reports on several
prominent musicians who are attempting to
change the way music is studied in U.5. public
schools, Steven Van Zandt, lead guitarist for Bruce
Springsteen's E Street Band, is working with the
Mational Association of Music Education to develop
a curriculum that he hopes will "teach students
ahout L5, history through” the history of rock and
rell. Music Producer Quincy Jones, meanwhile, has
founded a charity that seeks to help schools "teach
students about culture using both music and
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Las Angeles nenprafit tries to provide
music instriction that many schools
schoch) profiles "the Harmony Project, a
nonprafit group in Los Angeles that offers
extensive classical musical training to 500
people ages & to 18 from disadvantaged
families” in the Los Angeles area. "That
training Is the entrance into a world of
classical musicianship that many children
from all backgrounds will never glimpse in
an era of financially strained public school
budgets." The program provides free use of
instruments and free instruction to students
whe gqualify for free or reduced-price
[unchas,

Software uses music learning techniques
to teach math.

California’s Modesto Bee (1/16, Balassone)
reparted on schools' use of "software,
created by the nonprofit MIND Research
Institute in Santa Ana, [that] uses the
technigques behind learning music to help
children master math." It "has been
adopted by 270 U5, schools but s just now
being tested in Stanislaus County.” The
students learn "to read notes from music
books and playing keyboards," because,
Crossroads Principal Marti Reed said,
"deciphering musical notes and stringing
together math equations requires the same
intense focus and practice.”

Keep Music,
Educatio
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Young children who received a
year of musical training showed
brain changes and superior
miemony compared with children
who did not receive the instruction.
Joveneal af Mewrology, Sept. 2000

The vast majority ~96%-- of the school
principals interviewed in a recent study
agree that participation in music
education encourages and motivates
students to stay in school. Further,
89% of principals feel that a high-
quality music-education program
contributes to their school achieving
higher graduation rates.

Hareis Interactive Poll 2006

Crowd Controf: Classroom Manogement and Effective Teaching for Chorus,
Bond, and Orchestro Now Available From MENC: The National Association
for Music Education and Rowman & Littlefield Education

RESTOM, VA (February 25, 2008) - Crowd Control; Classroom Monagement
ond Effective Teaching for Chorus, Sond, and Orchestra, a new publication by
Susan L. Haugland and published by MENC: The National Association far
music Education and Rowman 8 Litklefield Education, is a nuts-and-bolts
manual for teachers of middle and high school performance-based classes
suchas band, orchestra, and chorus, This practical how-to guide shows
teachers—pre-service or experieanced—efficient ways to manage large
perfarmance-based classrooms. With wit and sage, tried-and-true advice,
Haugland provides a complete behavior plan as well as concrete ideas for
addressing the Mational Standards, assessmant, advocacy, and ensemble
teambuilding. Accessible and indispensable, Crowd Control will become a vital
resource in every music teacher's library,

"Haugland's experience and knowledge of best practice is evident in Croved
Control. She addresses issues specific to the unigue nature of music teaching
in a proactive way, setting both teachers and students up for success.
Especially helpful for pre-sarvice or new teachers, Haugland's approach to
managing & music program is both accessible and practical,” said Dr. Mary
Lynn Doherty, assistant professor of music education, Morthern [llinois
University. Crowd Control was also reviewed favorably on Amazon.com:
“mdemarize this boak befare you interview for a single teaching job,”

susan L Haugland has been a music educator sinca 1982, with experience
taaching band, chorus, orchestra, general music, and music theory at all grade
levels from preschool through college. She resides in Lake Bluff, llinois where
she currently teaches general music and orchestra at the elementary level.
Crowd Control: Classroom Monegement and Effective Teaching for Charus,
Band, and Orchestra is available from RLE in paperback for 516.95 and
clathbaund far $50.00. MENC members receive a discount of 25%. To order
o for more information, call B00-462-6420 or visit

Check our www.supportrmuslc com . Meed advice and experts to build your
case? Starting from scratch? Wonder how you measure up?

And one more tl'n'ng,..

Studies link arts, sciences abilities.

Education \Week {3/12, Viadero) reports, "Findings released this
week fram three years of studies by neuroscientists and
psychalogists at seven universities help amplify scientists'
understanding of how training in the arts might contribute to
improving the general thinking skills of children and adults."
among the findings was "preliminary evidence suggesting a link
betwean visual-arts lessons outside of school and children's skill
al math calculations," as well as "a link between music training
and skill at manipulating information in bath long-term and
waorking memory; between music learning and speaking fluency
in second-language learning; and dance and the ability to learn
by observing movement.” According to one schalar involved, the
research "suggests a...closer connection between the cognitive
processes that give rise to the arts and the cognitive processes
that give rise to the sciences” than many people had previously
thought, "Left unsaettied, experts say, is whether the arts make
peaple smarter or whether smart people simply gravitate to the
arts,”

gill Would Allow Home Schoolers Access to School Athletics
Legislation which would allow home-schooled students to
participate in athletic activities of the public school where they
are eligible to attend is pending in the General Assembly, 58
3474/HBE3413 js sponsored by Sen. Tim Burchett (Knoxville} and
Rep. Beth Harwell [Nashville), The bill was discussed in the
Sanate Education Committes on Fel, 27 but was placed on hold
after questions were raised of the sponser. No action has been
taken in the House. Several education groups including TEA,
Tenn. School Boards Assoc,, and TSSAA cppose the Bill, TEA's
position remains that home-schaoling is a choice and that
students should not be able to “pick and choose” which aspects
of school in which they would like to participate.

And even warse. .

Bill Would Criminalize Educators for Student Conduct Reports

TEA strongly opposes this added liability for teachers and
principals. Legislation is pending which would allow school
employees to be charged with a criminal act when they failto
report certain student behavior. HE 2642, sponsored by Rep.
Hard away (Meamphis) would make it a misdemeanor for a
teacher to fail to report to the principal "that a student has
engaged inor is engaging in conduct on school property that
canstitutes a criminal offense classified as a felony or
misdemeanar involving bodily injury, violence ar the threat of
violence to another. . . It also would make it a criminal offense
for the principal to fail to report certain actions to the police.
Go totea teacher.com and click on Weekly Legislative Report to
read the text of this bill.



